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May11 2013
State of New Jersey :
Department of Environmental Protection
401 East State Street _ :
. Box402 0 o
: -Trenton NJ 08625 0402 -
Z}At'tn Bob Martln Commlssroner
_: Re Pascack Valley Waterway Report
‘ _' 1Dear Commissmner Martln

_After suffenng ftve ﬂoodlng events in 2011, the Borough of Westwood had _
_ commlssroned an englneenng review of the operattons for.the Wooctchff Lake Reservorr

'. Dam

: The results of th|s study whrch essentrally recommend that the bascule gates at the d_am 3 i
. be operated to maintain 91 feet water elevation in the reservoir twelve months of the = * -
- year,. were first sent to your office in December of 2011 and then again in March of 2013.

“F ondate*we*ha_ve nDL"had‘aTES‘pOﬂSE from-the-DEF-other thar t"ie per‘uncterywwefare
lookmg at rt _ L

.Whrle we recogmze the concerns for water allocation and dlstnbut:on dunng penods of
% "'.'potentla[ drought it would, on[y be a smali percentage ‘of- -available- water: supply
compromised by reducmg four feet of water elevation in the Woodcllff Lake Reservon' for

" afew months of the year. ltis our position. that having the: available’ capacrty will greatly

. reduce the risk: of Iocalrzed floodmg resultmg trom a strong precrpitatlon event durlng the .
summermonths ERUEER S Y : o : : '

RE _:Nty oontlnued concern |s the 1mpact of the Woodchff Lake Damn operated by Unlted S R
- ‘Water New- Jersey-on the Pascack Brook. - _During-the past-thres-days-the-level-in the:
reservoir rose four feet due to heavy and sustained rains. If the reservoir had been at
the summer elevation of ninety-five feet, the reservoir would have certainly topped
causing downstream flooding in neighborhoods in Hillsdale and Westwood.

We are seeking direction from the NJDEP to modify the Standard Operat[ng Procedure
at the \Noodclrff Lake Damn to maintain the level of the Woodcliff Lake Reservoir at the
"Winter Mode" level of 91' elevation for the entire year. We repeat. our request that _
... United Water New Jersey be required to operate the bascule gates accordmgly in effort_ o
-to mrtlgate much of the ﬂoodmg that lmpacts the area durmg heavy storm events
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. Please‘d'o not hesitate to contact me if you should have any.qUesﬁons or require

- additional information. I look forward to your response and for the opportumty of further o

- .’_.dlscussmn oonmdenng the :mportance -of our request. -

o -.B_orough_of Westwood

s ﬁ.ﬁ'.Joh Bivkrfer, . - Mayor -
(201 664 7100X106

CEnds.

cc Borough of Westwood Counozi
- Cindy Randazzo, NJDEP RS
Hon Max Arnow:tz Borough of Hll!sdale Mayor




