Westwood Recreation Department

the

2020 Year in Review

WESTWOOD RESIDENTS EMBRACE PARKS IN 2020
Amid shut-downs and restrictions, mask and distancing regulations,
something amazing happened in Westwood parks – residents of all ages found
new ways to safely socialize, stay fit and even try some new activities.
The sport with the most significant renewed interest – Tennis! The
tennis courts at McKinley Park have hosted summer, fall, and even late fall
tennis classes. Additionally, the courts have seen an uptick in friendly games
amongst family and friends. The pickleball courts are also in high demand, with
our ForeverYoung participants showing their fierce commitment to the game by
hosting regular doubles matches and workouts, even spilling out onto an
improvised setup on the small basketball court when needed.
In Brookside Park, a recent renovation of the basketball court and
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Director’s Note >>>
2020 has certainly been a unique year for
the Westwood Recreation Department. The year
started with two NJRPA awards for our Special
Needs Activity Program and our 2019
RecReport. But shortly after, the pandemic
shutdown forced us to halt our usual
programming. So we shifted gears to work with
our DPW, forging ahead with many capital
improvements– including installation of new play
equipment and benches.
Our athletic partners quickly adopted
safety measures so that we could offer classes
and small group camps in the summer and fall.
Our preschool teachers adjusted their lesson
plans and classroom and found ways to keep the
learning fun and safe. We are grateful to
everyone who has taken extraordinary measures
to keep our programs operating.
As we approach 2021, we are working on
the installation of a new fitness playground in
Westvale Park, new play equipment in Brookside
Park, and the much-anticipated kitchen
renovation in the Community Center.
Additionally, we have met with the Bergen
County Parks Department, advocating for
renovations to the tennis courts at Pascack
Brook County Park including the addition of
permanent Pickleball Courts.
Here’s looking forward to a safe and
prosperous new year!
-Gary Buchheister, Director

Get moving outside! Pickleball, Ultimate Frisbee, Halloween Entertainment,
Outdoor Yoga & Tennis -- 2020 had us thinking of new ways and places to
keep residents active within the gathering limitations and guidelines.

Parks >>>

Camps >>>
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While Covid-19 restrictions
meant we couldn’t hold our Summer
Playground Program, we found a lot of
ways to keep kids busy – Tennis &
Golf Camps with TGA, Multisports
Camps with USSI, Art & Yoga Camps
with Colorful Warriors, STEM Camps
with PlayWell TEKnologies.

installation of lights allowed
for organized games, camps
and classes. Voorhis Park
hosted yoga and art classes for
kids. The sand volleyball court
at Hegeman Park hosted its first
classes and attracted college
athletes working to keep their
skills sharp.
In Veterans’ Memorial
Park, yoga and fitness classes
have been continuously offered
not only by our own instructors,
but also by new partners who
are bringing lively, quality
instruction to residents.
Westvale Park has also
seen an increase in use by
bikers, joggers, walkers and
Westwood’s youth sports
organizations who have worked
tirelessly to get kids moving!

The renovated basketball court at
Brookside Park hosted classes
and games this summer.

“Welcome to Westwood” –
More information about this new
adopt a sign program will be
available in the new year!

Special Events >>>
With the cooperation of our residents, the Recreation
Advisory Board and local organizations, we were able to
host quite a few safe and distanced special events in
Veterans’ Memorial Park in 2020 as well as a few fun
“virtual” events that helped generate community spirit and
support! You can check out pictures at
www.facebook.com/westwoodnjrec
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Where’s the Bunny?
Front Door Egg Decorating
Patriotic Home & Bike Decorating
Movies in the Park
Community Band Performances
Celebrate Westwood’s Arts on the Avenues
Westwood For All Ages Social Connection Happy Hour
Pumpkin Decorating in the Park
Children’s Halloween Parade
Holiday Home Decorating & Build a Snowman Contests
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Questions, Comments, Concerns?
Contact:
Westwood Recreation Department
55 Jefferson Ave., Westwood, NJ 07675
201-664-7882
recreation@westwoodnj.gov
www.westwoodnj.gov/179/recreation
Like & Follow @WestwoodNJRec on
Facebook & Instagram!
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