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Letter from
the Director
December 2021
Dear Westwood Residents & Neighbors,
2021 was in many ways an unusual year
for the Westwood Recreation Department.
Not just because we had to take many of
our programs outdoors to comply with
pandemic regulations, but because we
also experienced a tremendous amount
of growth throughout our programs.
This year, we added drama classes to our
enrichment classes, tai-chi and art to our
ForeverYoung program, outdoor
basketball for teens at our refurbished
Brookside Park court and Ultimate Frisbee
to our recreational sports offerings.
We also brought our popular Summer
Concert Series back to the bandstand,
hosted our first stand-up comedy event,
and welcomed The Ridgewood Symphony
Orchestra to Veterans’ Park. We worked
with local community groups to make the
parks accessible for all kinds of activities
including outdoor scout meetings all year
long, musical and art events with
Celebrate Westwood, community events
with Westwood For All Ages and others.
The Summer Playground Program looked
a bit different, but by putting pandemic
safety protocols in place and at the

Forefront, we were able to run the program
without interruption, including special
events and local trips to the Pascack
Theatre and Montvale Lanes.
The continued support and cooperation of
Westwood residents made all this possible!
That’s why it is with great pleasure that we
provide these services and activities to the
community. We’ve seen what we can do
during an unusual year and now we are
ready to return to our regular programming
(mostly) as we head into 2022.
Also in 2022, we’ve set some ambitious
goals including the creation of a bocce ball
court at McKinley Park, a new covered
pavilion at Brookside Park and a renovated
kitchen in the Community Center. We also
received a grant to assist with the repaving
of the Voorhis Park walking path!
Enjoy this new, expanded issue of The Rec
Report. We look forward to seeing
everyone out in the parks and playgrounds
and in the Community Center soon!
Sincerely,
Gary Buchheister, Recreation Director

WINTER 2021
Winter 2021 had some challenges when it came to recreation programming! While we were
able to keep our preschool running, bringing our regular enrichment classes indoors wasn’t
possible. Our solution – Yoga on Zoom with our favorite yogini Tori Karach and our first ever
snowman building contest!
Yoga enthusiasts logged-in to Tori’s class where she was able to lead them through calming
poses and stretches to help reduce stress and boost moods while we were mostly stuck
indoors. Plus, because it was on Zoom, Tori was able to interact with class participants!
Snowman contest entries were numerous with a few dozen winners being awarded
Westwood Recreation Tote Bags, Water Bottles and, of course, bragging rights!
In Spring 2021 Yoga returned to its outdoor home in the bandstand and is now back indoors.
Snow lovers, stay tuned… we’ll be launching our 2nd annual Build a Snowman contest in
January!
To see a photo album of the 2021 Build a Snowman contest or to join our Facebook Yoga
Group, visit facebook.com/westwoodnjrec.
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Recreation Preschool
Westwood’s Littlest Learners
Donning matching masks and smiling with their eyes, the 2020-2021 graduating
students of the Westwood Recreation Preschool showed off their newly acquired
Kindergarten readiness with a flourish which included a mini-concert of the
children’s favorite classroom songs. Throughout the year the students were
eager to learn their lessons with friends, mastering their letters, numbers and
colors and even learning about our community and the natural world.
This fall we welcomed 2 new classes – PreK-3 and PreK-4 -- who have started off
the school year learning all about the classroom routine, community helpers, the
changing seasons and more!
If you are interested in learning more about our fully-licensed, affordable
program, please visit www.westwoodnj.gov/208/preschool. Registration for the
2022-2023 school year begins April 19, 2022.

2021 Summer Playground Program

Summer just isn’t the same without our Playground Program! We were thrilled to be
able to operate our annual day camp in 2021 after a hiatus in 2020. Special events
were planned each week – The Hip Hop Juggler, Magician Johnathan Blair, Petting Zoo,
DJ, Bike Rally -- and plenty of crafts, games and sprinkler fun everyday! Older campers
even had trips to the movie theatre and bowling alley! For more information on our
playground program check out our Spring 2022 Program Flyer in March.
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Special Needs Activity Program
Basketball (indoor and outdoor), baseball and tennis were all on the
schedule for the children and young adults in our Special Needs Activity
Program (SNAP)! Even with pandemic protocols in place, all the
participants and volunteers were able to experience the fun of gathering
and working on skills together.
SNAP is open to residents of Westwood, Twp. of
Washington and other neighboring Bergen County
municipalities. Families of children with various types of
physical and cognitive limitations use the program to
keep their children active and engaged with peers while
learning new skills in a fun, supportive environment. The
program strives to promote independence to create
positive recreational experiences for children and young
adults (ages 3-21) who have a physical or learning
disability. Got questions about SNAP? Call 201-664-7882
Our SNAP Basketball participants were recognized
or email gbuchheister@westwoodnj.gov.
for their hard work on the hardwood this fall!

ForeverYoung 55+ Program
Whether it’s pickleball, cardio fitness, yoga or mah-jong, the Westwood
Recreation ForeverYoung program for adults 55+ continues to offer the
exercise and social programming that keeps participants active.
In 2021, the program added Ta-chi, a Chinese martial art that
incorporates slow continuous movement from one pose to the next
and a new art program that’s a fun, freestyle and low-key atmosphere
for unwinding and creating.

You can check out our
ForeverYoung programming in
our bi-monthly newsletter. Go to
westwoodnj.gov/recreation and
see the ForeverYoung listing!

ForeverYoung programming is free for Westwood
Residents and $25 per monthly class for non-residents.
This consistent well-rounded wellness program also
regularly partners with outside organizations in
offering seminars and events led by local senior citizen
advocacy groups, doctors, dieticians, chefs and other
preventative care professionals.
In 2021, ForeverYoung regulars event showcased their
favorite classes at the Westwood Thrive, senior
resources event hosted by Westwood For All Ages.

Our ForeverYoung participants make the most of
yoga, tai-chi, cardio and more! Full listings in our
ForeverYoung newsletter.

COMMUNITY
EVENTS

2021’s COMMUNITY EVENTS included egg dyeing in Brookside Park, a visit with The Bunny
during a drive through “egg hunt”, pumpkin decorating in the Community Center, and the
largest Children’s Halloween Parade we’ve ever hosted! We also set out to brighten the
winter holiday season with not one but two crafting events – one for kids who created a
penguin with Model Magic and one for adults who painted and sipped (coffee!) while they
painted an enchanted starry scene. Each of these events helps build community amongst
our youngest residents and their families as they come together to get creative with art
supplies, be silly with their friends and have some fun without screens! Would you like to
know more about our Community Events? Go to westwoodnj.gov/348/Special-Events.

THE 2021 SUMMER CONCERT SERIES made its long awaited return to Westwood’s historic
bandstand in June with a packed crowd who came out to see country favorite Tequila
Rose! Each concert attracted a record number of visitors to the park who enjoyed the time
outside with some of the regions best tribute bands including Danny V’s 52nd Street Band;
Soul Groove, Reminisce and of course Tramps Like Us (pictured below). All concerts were
made possible by the generous sponsorship of Lakeland Bank, Lightbridge Academy and
Hackensack Meridian Health Pascack Valley Medical Center. For more photos see the
albums at facebook.com/westwoodnjrec.
Photos: Richard Frant/FrantVisuals
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RECREATION EQUALS
ENRICHMENT + FUN!

Fun is the name of the game when it
comes to Westwood Recreation
programming! In addition to
recreation Basketball, Wrestling and
Field Hockey programs, the
department also offers a wide array
of fitness and enrichment classes for
every age group as well as special
events.
In 2021, the department looked for
new ways to bring the fun starting
with moving as many classes
outdoors as possible! That included
the new drama class that operated
in the historic bandstand and
resulted in a lively exhibition of
fractured fairy tales. Yoga and art,
soccer for preschoolers and
toddlers, lots of tennis and golf and
even a mini-camp dedicated to
forensic science were all on the
schedule as parents looked for ways
to get kids (and themselves) out of
the house.
The department also hosted for The
Ridgewood Symphony Orchestra, a
delightful evening of classical music
under the stars and brought an ice
sculpture artist to the annual Home
for the Holidays festivities.
Ms. Denise, the children’s librarian
at the Westwood Public Library
returned to special in-class visits
with our preschool and our mahjong social club took their game to
the park. It was a busy, unusual
year, but a fun year too!
We think 2022 will be all that and
more.
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Registration Made Easy!

HOW TO USE COMMUNITY PASS
Westwood Recreation Department’s Online Registration System
Registering online is simple! But first you have to create an account if you don’t have one. Go to
westwoodnj.gov/recreation and click on Community Pass Registration Page on the left navigation bar or type
https://register.capturepoint.com/reg/index.cfm into your internet browser.
1)
Enter Westwood NJ
2)
Click continue
3)
Click create an account if you don’t have one (be sure to make a note of your login user name and password)
• Fill in the fields
• Click create & accept privacy policy
• If you have an account, log-in. (Note, if you have forgotten your login information, please do not create a
new account. Call the office and we will help you out.)
• If you have a Community Pass account from another organization, choose Westwood from the drop down
menu.
4)
Select Register Now
5)
Once pop-up box appears, select the option you are interested in, for example Winter 2022.
6)
Confirm account information and select continue
7)
Verify your email address and select continue
8)
Select participant and select continue
9)
Select class and select continue
10) Fill in any form that pertains to you and select continue
11) Confirm and complete your transaction.
You will receive a receipt by email. That’s it! You are registered! If you encounter any issues, please call the office at
201-664-7882 or stop in at 55 Jefferson Ave. and use the paper registration form.

Having a party?

RENT THE COMMUNITY CENTER OR PARK FACILITY
Are you looking for a place to host your party, meeting, or special event? The Westwood Community Center offers
meeting and party space rentals at reasonable rates. Small and large events welcome. For more information about
hosting your party in our event space, visit www.westwoodnj.gov/recreation and select Community Center.
Our parks also offer lovely accommodations for your gatherings. For information on the park locations available for
picnics and parties, please go to https://www.westwoodnj.gov/194/Parks
All facility and park rentals require a permit and fee. Call 201-664-7882 for details.

