
BOROUGH OF WESTWOOD 
WORK MEETING OF THE MAYOR & COUNCIL 

FEBRUARY 2, 2016 MINUTES 
MUNICIPAL COMPLEX 
101 Washington Avenue 

7:30 PM Executive Closed Session/8:00 pm Public Session 
 

1.   Opening of the Meeting: 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Birkner at 7:30 pm.  Mayor Birkner then read the Open 
Public Meetings Law Statement:  “This meeting which conforms with the Open Public Meetings law, 
Chapter 231, Public Laws of 1975, is a regular Borough Council meeting.  Notices have been filed with 
our local official newspapers and posted on the municipal bulletin board.” 

 
2.   Roll Call:  Committee Assignments: 

Mayor Birkner – Present 
Councilmember Owens – Present Public Properties 
Councilmember Montana – Present Finance, Administration & Capital Projects  
Councilmember Grefrath – Present Fire & Ambulance; Shared Services 
Councilmember Dell - Present Land Use 
Councilmember Arroyo – Present Police & Emergency Management  
Council President Bicocchi - Present Health & Recreation  
Borough Attorney Huntington – Present 
Borough Administrator Kezmarsky - Present 
Borough Clerk Hughes – Present 

       
3.  Resolution #16 - 51:  Executive Closed Session 

Motion to adopt Resolution #16- 51: Councilmember Arroyo  Second: Councilmember Owens 
Roll Call: Councilmember Owens - Yes   Councilmember Montana - Yes 
 Councilmember Grefrath – Yes    Councilmember Dell - Yes 

 Councilmember Arroyo – Yes  Council President Bicocchi – Yes   
 
4.  Reopen the Meeting: 

Motion to reopen the meeting:  Council President Bicocchi    Second:  Councilmember Montana 
Voice Vote:  A voice vote was taken with all present voting in the affirmative. The time was 8:03 
pm. 

 
5.  Roll Call II: 

Mayor Birkner – Present  /  Councilmember Owens – Present  /  Councilmember Montana – Present / 
Councilmember Grefrath - Present /  Councilmember Dell – Present /  Councilmember Arroyo - 
Present  /  Council President Bicocchi – Present  /  Borough Administrator Kezmarsky - Present / 
Borough Attorney Huntington – Present / Borough Engineer Boswell – Present / Borough Clerk 
Hughes - Present 

 
6.  Flag Salute 

Mayor Birkner led those present in the salute to the flag. 
 

7.  Reports of Committees and Officials: 
A) Mayor’s Report 

1)  Schools Update 
Mayor Birkner reported that the school district is engaging in a strategic plan to review strengths, 
visions and goals.  The schedule of meetings is on the school district website. 
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2)  County Fire Apparatus Loan Program 
Mayor Birkner advised that he received a letter from the County regarding their new fire apparatus 
loan program.  This would not affect the current loan arrangement the Borough has.  He requested a 
resolution be added to the consent agenda. 
 
3)  Shared Dispatch Services 
Mayor Birkner reported that plans for a shared dispatch center will proceed with the installation of 
redundancy system at the firehouse in the next 5-6 weeks.  The Borough’s prior presentation is being 
revised.  He has spoken to several Mayors who have a great interest in streamlining and sharing 
dispatch services.  Mayor Birkner is hoping that shared service is more than a buzzword for other 
municipalities. 
 
4)  Mayors Legislative Day 
Mayor Birkner advised that not only would the Mayor’s Legislative Day in Trenton on February 3rd be 
a celebration of Councilmember Grefrath’s 20 years as Councilman, it would be a chance to meet with 
the DEP regarding the request for maintaining a 91 foot elevation at the Woodcliff Lake reservoir.  He 
reviewed the Borough’s appeal to mitigate flooding by lowering the reservoir elevation. 
 
5)  Cablevision Franchise Fee 
Mayor Birkner advised that the annual Cablevision franchise fee has been received. 
 
6)  Train Signalization Project 
Mayor Birkner has received the list of signage and street changes from Bergen County for the train 
signalization project.   
 
7)  Sustainable Jersey 
Mayor Birkner pointed out that the Sustainable Jersey certification expires in 2016.  He requested a 
resolution designating Mr. Kezmarsky as the primary contact. 
 
8)  Bergen County Chief’s Association 
Mayor Birkner reflected on the recent Bergen County Chief’s Association installation dinner, where he 
had the privilege of administering the Oath of Office to Westwood Chief Frank Regino as the Chief of 
Chiefs.  Chief Regino is the fifth Westwood Chief to hold the office.  Mayor Birkner congratulated 
Chief Regino and believes he will be an asset to the organization. 

 
B)  Engineer’s Report 

1)  Biweekly Report 
Dr. Boswell reviewed the biweekly report, a copy of which is attached. 
 
2)  James Street/Vivian Road 
Dr. Boswell advised that Emerson has approved the drainage design work for Vivian road. 

 
C)  Council Liaison & Committee Reports 

1)  Finance, Administration and Capital Projects: 
a)  Peddling and Soliciting Hours 
Councilmember Montana suggested amending the code to include door-to-door solicitation times.  
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Mr. Huntington thought it might not be applicable beyond commercial solicitation.  He will look into 
it. 
 
b)  Finance Update 
Councilmember Montana advised that the annual debt statement was submitted and the annual 
financial statement finalized.  The Finance Committee has met to preliminarily review the budget, 
but there are still some numbers outstanding.  The next meeting is February 9.  The goal is to have a 
full budget to present by March 8th. 

 
2)  Fire and Ambulance; Shared Services:  

a)  FD Fees/Filming 
Councilmember Grefrath asked Mrs. Hughes to explain her suggested changes to the film ordinance. 
 Mrs. Hughes said the proposed revision would establish an escrow account to cover the cost of 
employees who have to stand by during a film shoot, like the Fire Official.  It also suggests a 
donation be made when the volunteer emergency services have to stand by. 
 
b)  Fire Department Update 
The Fire Department’s copier is due tomorrow. 
 
c)  Shared Services 
The first Shared Services Committee will be held February 8th. 
 
d)  Environmental Committee 
Councilmember Grefrath reported on the January 25th Environmental Committee meeting.  He 
pointed out that Bergen Swan is partnering with the Borough on the rain garden to be installed at 
Borough Hall.  There will be a community garden kickoff meeting on March 17th.  They are waiting 
on specifics for the 2016 Farmers Market from Joe Abou Daoud.  The Committee is also discussing 
Westwood Pride Day, a green procurement policy, and removing plastic bags from the environment. 
 Councilmember Arroyo asked if Mr. Abou Daoud has been contacted about the location.  
Councilmember Grefrath will reach out to him.  Councilmember Montana requested the matter be 
listed on the agenda so residents will know to attend. 

 
3)  Health and Recreation:  

a)  Recreation Update 
Council President Bicocchi advised that basketball season is going well.  Two new scoreboards are 
being donated for the gym. 
 
b)  Health Department Update 
There were 191 inoculations given during the anti-rabies clinic. 

 
4)  Land Use:   

a)  Historic Preservation Commission 
Councilmember Dell advised that she has a volunteer application from Lauren Letizia for the 
Historic Preservation Commission.  A resolution was added to the consent agenda. 
 
b)  Land Use Boards 
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Councilmember Dell reported that the Zoning Board is currently working on the CVS parking lot 
issue.  They anticipate providing their annual report shortly.  They have chosen Lou Raimondi as 
their engineer. 

 
5)  Police and OEM:  

a)  Parking Authority 
Councilmember Arroyo advised that the Parking Authority has reorganized for 2016.  They will be 
holding public hearings in March on the parking study. 
 
b)  Police Update 
The Police Committee will meet on Thursday to discuss the LEADS program.  Councilmember 
Arroyo attended a fundraiser by the PBA for their flag football team to attend the Snow Bowl 
competition for Special Olympics.  He complimented the Mayor on his cooking skills.  
Councilmember Arroyo congratulated Chief Regino and noted that his installation as the Chief of the 
Bergen County Chiefs Association is the capstone to his 42 years in law enforcement. 

 
6)  Public Properties:  

a)  DPW Update 
Councilmember Owens complimented the DPW on doing a tremendous job with snow removal 
during and after the blizzard.  He read a thank you from the Chamber to the DPW for removing the 
snow downtown. 

 
D)  Attorney’s Report 

No report. 
 

E)  Administrator’s / Clerk’s Report 
No report 

 
8.   Agenda/Public Forum: 

Motion to open Agenda/Public Forum:  Council President Bicocchi      Second: Councilmember 
Arroyo 
Voice Vote:  A voice vote was taken with all present voting in the Affirmative. 
 
Neil Volant, Bryant Place, Westwood Taxpayers Alliance - distributed a letter from the WTA and 
Chamber of Commerce regarding parking in the downtown.  He reviewed the contents of the letter.  Mr. 
Volant said the TPA and Chamber are recommending a Council liaison be appointed to the two groups to 
work on the suggested parking changes. 
 
Mary Alice Farella, Chamber of Commerce President - reiterated the issues with parking.  Ms. Farella 
wants to work as a team to find a resolution. 
 
Chief Jim Voorhis, Westwood Fire Department - while he is not against the lease program the County is 
proposing, he does object to the fees and articulated his reasons.  Mayor Birkner pointed out that the 
lease program does not affect the current loan.  Chief Voorhis said that had been confirmed to him by the 
County, and that the current loaner would be returned by March 25th.  After general discussion of the 
value of the proposed lease program, Councilmember Owens observed that the Borough wouldn’t be 
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able to borrow apparatus in the future if the agreement isn’t signed, so he sees no harm in passing the 
resolution. 
 
Joe Letizia, 21 James Street - is happy and thankful for the update by Dr. Boswell.  Mr. Letizia pointed 
out that Emerson needs support from Westwood for the grant funding application. 
 
Motion to close Agenda/Public Forum:  Councilmember Arroyo      Second:  Council President 
Bicocchi 
Voice Vote:  A voice vote was taken with all present voting in the affirmative. 

 
9.  Presentation of Bills, Financial Reports and Resolutions:   

Councilmember Grefrath asked if there were any resolutions to add to the Consent Agenda.  He stated 
that any Councilmembers who wished to remove any Resolution(s) to be voted upon separately could do 
so at this time, otherwise the Consent Agenda would be enacted in one motion.  Resolutions f and g were 
added at this time.  Councilmember Owens asked if there is a time constraint on the fire truck loan 
program.  Mayor Birkner believes it is due by the end of the month.  Councilmember Grefrath requested 
the matter be tabled for Mr. Kezmarsky to do more research. Council President Bicocchi asked for 
resolution c to be voted on separately. 

 
 Resolutions as Consent Agenda: 

a) Resolution #16 - 52: Bill List & Statement of Cash 
b) Resolution #16 - 53:  Municipal Alliance Grant Application - Fiscal Grant Cycle July 

2014-June 2019 
d) Resolution #16 - 54:  Resolution Regarding S761 and S782 To Amend Open Public 

Records Act (OPRA) & Open Public Meetings Act (OPMA) 
e) Resolution #16 - 55:  2015 Reserve Budget Transfers 
f)  Resolution #16 - 56:  2016 Limo License - Alan's Limo Inc. 
g)  Resolution #16 - 57:  Appointment to Historic Preservation Commission 

 
 

Motion to adopt resolutions #16-52 through #16-57:  Councilmember Grefrath  
Second:  Council President Bicocchi   
Roll Call: Councilmember Owens - Yes   Councilmember Montana - Yes 
 Councilmember Grefrath – Yes    Councilmember Dell - Yes 

 Councilmember Arroyo – Yes  Council President Bicocchi – Yes   
 

c) Resolution #16 - 58:  Approval of Friends of Westwood Baseball Association Application to 
Consume Alcoholic Beverages on Public Property 

Motion to adopt resolution # #16-58:  Councilmember Grefrath  
Second:  Councilmember Montana   
Roll Call: Councilmember Owens - Yes   Councilmember Montana - Yes 
 Councilmember Grefrath – Yes    Councilmember Dell - Yes 

 Councilmember Arroyo – Yes  Council President Bicocchi – Abstain   
 
10.  Adjournment: 

Motion to adjourn:  Councilmember Bicocchi        Second:  Councilmember Montana 
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Voice Vote:  A voice vote was taken with all present voting in the affirmative. 
The time was 9:17 pm. 
Attest:   
 
(signed) Karen Hughes 
Karen Hughes, RMC, Borough Clerk 
Proofed by:  Denise Holmes, Deputy Clerk 

 


