Westwood Historic Preservation Commission
Meeting Minutes Wednesday, April 13, 2016
Municipal Complex
101 Washington Avenue

. Opening of the Meeting

The meeting was called to order at 7:35 PM

. Statement of Adequate Notice & Open Meeting Act

. Roll Call

All present - David Hohmann, Dulce Acevedo-Mateo, Tyler Rubin, Lauren Letizia, Eric
Gsellmeier, Jim Murphy, Beth Dell (Council Member Liaison), Gregory Dietrich
(Preservation Consultant, via telephone)

. Pledge of Allegiance

. Approval of Minutes from February 10, 2016

Procedural Matters
- Reminder to complete Financial Disclosure Statement for 2016 by April 30
- No additional member has been identified as of yet. Members of the Westwood
Historic Society were asked but none expressed interest
- Oath of Office for Eric Gsellmeier and Jim Murphy
- Lauren Letizia clarified to be classified as “Class C.” No changes necessary.

. Proceedings

230 Mill Street

David Hohmann researched the property back to approximately 1820 and noted that while
significant to the development of the community, we would like to have more information
to make a stronger case. It is still unclear exactly when the house was built; Rumored to
have been part of the underground railroad, but more likely built in 1865. Mr. Hohmann
asked Gregory Dietrich whether eligibility could be strengthened because children of
prominent Westwood residents may have lived in the house at some point and Mr.
Dietrich noted that to make a designation because of a person of importance, that person
would have had to have done something of importance while living in the house. Mr.
Hohmann to continue to cross-reference all people known to have lived there.

At Mr. Hohmann suggestion, unanimous agreement to engaging Mr. Dietrich to work on
this project. Mr. Hohmann will forward all his research to date, including photographs and
information provided by the current owners, the Brennan family, requesting that Mr.
Dietrich provide information by May 11 since the property is currently on the market and
designation eligibility should be determined as soon as possible.



Preservation in Practice Conference
Tyler Rubin and David Hohmann attended the Preservation in Practice: A Primer for
Historic Preservation Commissions conference that was sponsored by Friends of NJ
Heritage including NJ Historic Trust and Rutgers University in Camden on March 5,
2016. Topics of discussion included:
- Details on how other commissions operate, how to pass ordinances, design
guidelines, how to involve the community (ie: “Know your house” events)
- Councilwoman Dell asks if there may be an opportunity to do something like
“Know your house” at the Westwood Pride Day
- Because of things learned while at the conference, Mr. Rubin and Mr. Hohmann
suggest that the Historic Preservation Commission go through our ordinance as a
group at a future meeting
- Mr. Rubin and Mr. Hohmann noted that other commissions throughout the state
have their own attorney, distinct from the borough attorney, as to minimize any
possibility of a conflict between the HPC and other borough interests (ie:
Planning/Zoning)
- They suggest that if we have the funds, it would be advisable to have our
own attorney
- Would like to have the attorney sit with the HPC and go over our
ordinance so that members can better understand their charge and whether
the Westwood HPC is defined as a “weak” or “strong” commission (Do
the council, planning board, etc. have to listen to and follow the HPC
designations? Or can the HPC only make recommendations?)

Westwood Train Station
David Hohmann to do additional newspaper research and dig deeper on the station’s
history

Westwood Cemetery
Project is on track and Jim Murphy will create a list of the important people buried there
and add it to the base form. David Hohmann suggests using the Families of Bergen
County website to cross-reference names and include bullet points of significance.
- Ancestry.com would help with this sort of research. Ms. Dell to find out if the
Westwood Library (or others in our area) have a subscription.

Database

Eric Gsellmeier continues to work on the project (all tables have been written, but not yet
populated with information; mockup queries have been run) and will work on figuring out
how to migrate data to the town website.

Other Discussion
- Eric to follow up with webmaster to get Historic Commission updates on the town
website as per Mr. Dietrich’s reminder



- Mr. Dietrich to send Ms. Dell the 2015 HPC Year-In-Review information so that
she can share it with the planning board

- Ms. Dell received HPC budget information for 2016, however, the Borough
Council has not yet passed the budget

- Mr. Hohmann noted that there are opportunities to receive grant funding for deep
research and we should consider that going forward

Scheduling of Next Meeting
May 11, 2016

8. Adjournment
8:43 PM



