
Westwood Historic Preservation Commission 
Meeting Minutes  

Wednesday, May 11, 2016  
Municipal Complex 

101 Washington Avenue 

1. Opening of the Meeting 
The meeting was called to order at 7:38 PM  

2. Statement of Adequate Notice & Open Meeting Act 

3. Roll Call 
Present: David Hohmann, Dulce Acevedo-Mateo, Tyler Rubin, Lauren Letizia, Beth Dell 
(Council Member Liaison), Gregory Dietrich (Preservation Consultant, via telephone) 
Absent: Eric Gszellmeier, Jim Murphy 

4. Pledge of Allegiance 

5. Approval of Minutes from April 13, 2016 

6.  Procedural Matters 
- Dates have been submitted to Karen for 2016 HPC meetings 

- Forthcoming meetings are: June 8, July 13, August 10, September 14, Oc-
tober 12, November 9, December 14 

- If meeting dates change or need to be canceled, David Hohmann will let 
the Borough Clerk know so that the website can be updated 

- Clarification on use of Purchase Orders prior to submitting Invoices 
- Procedure clarified via email dated Friday, May 6 from Borough Clerk 

Karen Hughes to David Hohmann cc. B. Dell and D. Ayer 
- The state mandates that purchase orders be obtained prior to purchasing 

any services or items; HPC will be sure to follow this procedure hence-
forth  

7. Proceedings 

230 Mill Street 
David Hohmann completed approximately 40 hours of research including analysis of 
property owners, genealogy, deeds, maps, etc. and concluded that there is no way to prove 
the current structure is the original or pin down when it was built.  

- The house does not appear on the 1861 map, but is on the map from 1876, thus it 
can be dated between 1861-1876, however the description of the house does not 
match its present-day appearance  



- Attributions to the Vanderbilt family seems to be unfounded; likely owned by the 
Johnson family  

- House is not emblematic of a particular style and a major addition to the house in 
1994 altered its appearance so that it does not “read” significant as a cottage from 
the 1860s, thereby designation as an early 19th century structure is inappropriate 

- While there is a rubble foundation and possibly pre-industrial details (i.e.: frame 
around the front door could be pre-1835) these are neither substantial nor certain 
enough to warrant designation  

- Mr. Hohmann will thank the Brennan family for taking the step in presenting the 
property to the HPC, but unfortunately we have determined it is not eligible for 
designation  

Cemetery  
No update on the Cemetery. 
Mr. Dietrich will provide HPC with guidelines on cemetery designation criteria.  

Gazebo   
Mr. Rubin suggests that rather than recommend the gazebo on its own, that the entirety of 
Memorial Park be recommended because of its connection to Issac Bogert and its continu-
al usage as a place of public gathering and cultural importance  

- Some discussion on whether the property should be considered as a whole, in-
clusive of the train station, considering the alterations that have been made to the 
site (ie: the road and parking lot). Mr. Rubin will look into this in more detail.  

Ancestry.com  
Council Member Dell reported that the library does not have a membership to the service 

Scheduling of Next Meeting 
June 8, 2016.  

8. Adjournment 
8:27 PM


